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(54) ELECTRONIC BULLETIN BOARD SYSTEM 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To solve the problem that a 
conventional bulletin board system requires that a mail 
address should be made open to get a reply. 
SOLUTION: This system has a means which gives a 
contributing ID to bulletin data, a title, and an address 
contributed to a bulletin board and a main address 
retrieval part which retrieves the mail address of a 
contributor from a registered ID sent through the 
replying operation of a browsing requester; and bulletin 
contents are sent to the browsing requester while having 
the contributor mail address kept secret, the mail 
address of the contributor is retrieved according to the 
registered ID sent through the replying operation when 
the browsing requester requests a reply, and reply mail 
is sent from an answerer to the obtained address, so 
that the contributor can gets the reply without making 
the mail address open on the Internet. 
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* NOTICES * 

JPO and INPIT are not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1. This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original 
precisely. 

2. **** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3.1n the drawings, any words are not translated. 



CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1]The contents storage parts store of contribution which relates a contributor name, a 
contributor mail address, and the contents of contribution with contribution ID, and memorizes 
them, A contributor name and the contents of contribution which were memorized by 
contribution storage parts store, and an electronic bulletin board data generating part which 
generates electronic bulletin board data from contribution ID, A bulletin board system having a 
mail address retrieval part which takes out a contributor mail address from contribution ID with 
reference to the contents storage parts store of contribution, and an answer mail generation 
part which generates mail passed to a contributor from answer mail from an answer person. 
[Claim 2]The contents storage parts store of contribution which memorizes a contributor name, 
a contributor mail address, the contents of contribution, and contribution ID, A means to give 
contribution ID to the contents data of a notice and a title which were contributed to an 
electronic bulletin board by E-mail, and an address, A means to respond to given contribution ID, 
and to memorize and manage the contents data of a notice, a title, and an address, An electronic 
bulletin board memory which relates the contents data of a notice, and a title with contribution 
ID, and stores them, When an inspection client considers an answer request as a mail address 
retrieval part which searches a mail address based on contribution ID, and a means to transmit 
the contents of the electronic bulletin board memory to an inspection client, A means by which a 
mail address retrieval part searches a contributor's mail address with reference to the contents 
storage parts store of registration from registration ID sent by an inspection client's replying 
operation, A server having a means to transmit the contents data of a notice and a title which 
are sent by inspection client, and an address to an address of the contributor concerned. 
[Claim 3]A bulletin board system comprising: 

A server which provides electronic bulletin board service by transmitting HTML data of a Web 
page which provided an electronic bulletin board via the Internet. 

It is an electronic bulletin board system constituted with a terminal which connects with the 
server, receives said HTML data, and receives offer of said electronic bulletin board service by 
said Web page, Said server stores in the contents storage parts store of contribution data of a 
message sentence or a picture sent from a terminal with a contribution demand, While giving 
peculiar contribution ID for every affair of each contribution, a contributor's address and 
contribution ID are associated and memorized, When a contribution demand is made from a 
terminal, a server outputs data of an account of the contents of contribution to a terminal of 
inspection request origin by HTML form, it is a receptacle about an answer request about an 
affair of a terminal to a certain contribution — a means to transmit the contents data of an 
answer which searches a contributor's mail address based on contribution ID of the affair 
concerned to a case, and is sent from an answer client's terminal, and a title to an address of 
the contributor concerned. 

[Claim 4]A server which provides electronic bulletin board service by transmitting HTML data of 
a Web page which provided an electronic bulletin board characterized by comprising the following 
via the Internet, An electronic bulletin board system constituted with a terminal which connects 
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with the server, receives said HTML data, and receives offer of said electronic bulletin board 
service by said Web page. 

The contents storage parts store of contribution which memorizes a contributor name, a 
contributor mail address, the contents of contribution, and contribution ID. 
Electronic bulletin board CGI which performs processing which divided a demand transmitted 
from a terminal into a character which can be understood by a program, and followed a demand. 
A registration processing section which relates with the contents data of the notice with which 
message registration, a message inspection, an answer, etc. are processed, and which was both 
contributed, or an address, and gives contribution ID according to a command of said electronic 
bulletin board CGI. 

HTML falsework only for a terminal which operates a Web page of an electronic bulletin board 
orthopedically according to a size of a display screen of one sheet of a display of a terminal, An 
electronic bulletin board memory part for storing electronic bulletin board data containing a 
contributor name, the contents text data of contribution, etc. with which an inspection is 
presented, and a HTML output processing part which outputs an HTML file to a terminal. 



[Translation done.] 
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* NOTICES * 

JPO and INPIT are not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

LThis document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original 
precisely. 

2.**** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3.1n the drawings, any words are not translated. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Invention]This invention relates to a bulletin board system. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art]In recent years, the convenience of an E-mail function is evaluated 
and the companies and general users who use an E-mail function are increasing in number. E~ 
mail is the tool optimal as a means which transmits and receives a message on the computer 
connected on the network. 

Explosive spread is accomplished in the world of a network, especially the Internet. 

The opportunity to use E-mail also in an ordinary home is increasing as spread at the home of 

the Internet progresses. 

[0003]However, in order to generally use the personal computer about use and to use it, a know 
how is required, and the user who is not detailed cannot use an E-mail function for a personal 
computer easily. Then, the user who is not detailed is also realizing service which enabled it to 
use an E-mail function easily in a personal computer. That is, the dedicated server made into 
connection Kano is installed in the Internet, a dedicated server is connected to a portable E-mail 
terminal by the portable telephone network and the Digital Communications Division circuit, and 
it carries out Aksu possible [ of the portable E-mail terminal ] to the Internet via a dedicated 
server. One of the functions used on the Internet has an electronic bulletin board, and it is 
spreading through an office, a school, etc. widely. By providing an electronic bulletin board 
function into a dedicated server, the exchange of information can be performed among other 
connectable terminals via the Internet between two or more portable E-mail terminals using an 
electronic bulletin board. 
[0004] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention]In the conventional electronic bulletin board, the 
contributor exhibits his mail address to get a reply. However, once it exhibits a mail address, it 
will be expected that mischievous mail comes forever. It is also expected that the open address 
is used for DM mail. Thus, since continuously troublesome mail may have come only by exhibiting 
a mail address once, there was a problem that active practical use of an electronic bulletin board 
was checked. 
[0005] 

[Means for Solving the Problem]When a bulletin board system manages a contributors mail 
address, a mail address is not displayed on an electronic bulletin board. An answer person sends 
a reply through a bulletin board system rather than sends a reply to a contributor directly. 
[0006] 

[Embodiment of the Invention]The contents storage parts store of contribution this invention 
remembers a contributor name, a contributor mail address, the contents of contribution, and 
contribution ID to be in addition to the conventional bulletin board system, The contributor name 
and the contents of contribution which were memorized by the contribution storage parts store, 
and the electronic bulletin board data generating part which generates electronic bulletin board 
data from contribution ID, The mail address retrieval part which takes out a contributor mail 
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address from contribution ID with reference to the contents storage parts store of contribution, 
It has composition provided with the answer mail generation part which generates the mail 
passed to a contributor from the answer mail from an answer person, and has the operation that 
a reply can be sent to a contributor, without exhibiting a contributor's mail address. 
[0007]It explains referring to Drawings for an embodiment of the invention below. 
[0008](Embodiment 1) Drawing 1 is a block diagram showing the bulletin board system of this 
invention. In drawing 1 , 101 is the contents storage parts store of contribution which associates 
and memorizes the contents of contribution, a contributor name, a contributor mail address, and 
contribution ID. 102 is an electronic bulletin board data generating part which generates 
electronic bulletin board data from the contributor name and the contents of contribution which 
were memorized by the contents storage parts store 101 of contribution, and contribution ID. 
103 is a mail address retrieval part which takes out a contributor mail address from contribution 
ID with reference to the contents storage parts store 101 of contribution. 104 is an answer mail 
generation part which generates the mail passed to a contributor from the answer mail from an 
answer person. 

[0009] Drawing 2 is a device block figure of the bulletin board system of this invention. 201 is 
read-only memory (ROM). The contents storage parts store 101 of contribution is realized by 
RAM202. 202 is random access memory (RAM). 203 is a central arithmetic unit (CPU). The 
electronic bulletin board data generating part 102, the mail address retrieval part 103, and the 
answer mail generation part 104 are realized because CPU203 executes the program stored in 
ROM201 and performs an exchange of ROM201 and RAM202, and data. 
[0010]The operation is explained below about the bulletin board system constituted as 
mentioned above. Drawing 3 is a flow chart when contributing to the bulletin board system of this 
invention. First, mail of the contents of contribution is received from a contributor (Step 301). 
The contributor's mail address, contributor name, and contents of contribution are included in 
this mail. 

[0011]Next, the contents of the received contribution mail are recorded on the contents storage 
parts store 101 of contribution. The contents of record are as unique contribution ID as a 
contributor's mail address, a contributor name, and the contents of contribution (Step 302). Next, 
the electronic bulletin board data generating part 103 generates the text or image data displayed 
on an electronic bulletin board from a contributor name, the contents of contribution, and unique 
contribution ID (Step 303). Finally, the data generated at Step 303 is displayed on an electronic 
bulletin board (Step 304). 

[0012] Drawing 4 is a flow chart when taking out an answer to the contents of contribution of the 
bulletin board system of this invention. First, answer mail is received from an answer person. An 
answer person's mail address, the contents of answer mail, and registration ID are included in 
this mail (Step 401). Next, the mail address retrieval part 103 searches a contributor's mail 
address with reference to the contents storage parts store 101 of registration from registration 
ID obtained at Step 401 (Step 402). Next, the answer mail generation part 104 generates the 
answer mail sent to a contributor from the answer person's mail address and contents of 
registration which were acquired at Step 401 (Step 403). It transmits to the mail address of the 
contributor who finally searched with Step 402 the answer mail generated at Step 403 (Step 
404). 

[001 3]It is limited only to the period when contribution is put up for the electronic bulletin board 
that an answer comes by this system. For this reason, he feels easy and can use an electronic 
bulletin board. 

[0014](Embodiment 2) Drawing 5 is a schematic diagram showing the bulletin board system in the 
embodiment of the invention 2. Hereafter, the case where it applies to a portable E-mail terminal 
is explained. 1 is a portable E-mail terminal and 1a is an indicator of the portable E-mail terminal 
1. The portable E-mail terminal 1 is provided with the editor for creating and correcting the 
browser for accessing the mailer for transmission and reception of E-mail, and the information 
on an electronic bulletin board or the Internet, the menu only for server service, GUI only for 
registration, and e-mail and the contents of electronic bulletin board contribution. It is a portable 
telephone, it is connected to the portable E-mail terminal 1, and 2 is used in order to 
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communicate via a portable telephone network. 3 is a dedicated server (it is hereafter 
considered as the server 3) which cooperates with a portable E-mail terminal and realizes 
various services. As for 4, a digital channel and 6 are the Internet a portable telephone network 
and 5. 7 is other communication terminals which can communicate via the Internet 6. 
[0015]The bulletin board system in the embodiment of the invention 2 connects the portable E- 
mail terminal 1 and the server 3 which are shown in drawing 5 , and provides electronic bulletin 
board service by transmitting the HTML data of the Web page which provided the electronic 
bulletin board from the server 3 to the portable E-mail terminal 1. Thus, in the system using the 
Web server which provides HTML data, many CGI (Common Gateway Interface) art is used. CGI 
is a method for making WWW generate a document dynamically. CGI performs processing for 
which it opted by the server side to the demand from the user side, and performs processing in 
which an HTML file is returned as a result of the processing. 

[0016]In the server 3, 38 is the contents storage parts store of contribution which memorizes a 
contributor name, a contributor mail address, the contents of contribution, and contribution ID. 
37 is electronic bulletin board CGI which performs processing which divided the demand 
transmitted from the portable E-mail terminal 1 into the character which can be understood by a 
program, and followed the demand. Processing of registration of a message, an inspection, an 
answer, etc. is performed by control of electronic bulletin board CGI37. 
[0017]39 is a registration processing section which processes "message registration", "a 
message inspection", a "answer", "deletion", etc. according to the command of electronic 
bulletin board CGI37. Accessing a text file, a graphics file, etc. which are saved at the contents 
storage parts store 38 of contribution in the server 3, it is related with the contents data of a 
notice, title, and address which were contributed, the registration processing section 39 gives, 
memorizes contribution ID and the address which were given and manages contribution ID. 40 is 
HTML falsework which operates a page orthopedically according to the indicator of the portable 
E-mail terminal 1, and operates the Web page of an electronic bulletin board orthopedically 
according to the size of the display screen of one sheet of the display of the portable E-mail 
terminal 1. 42 is an electronic bulletin board memory part for storing the electronic bulletin board 
data containing only the contributor name, the contents text data of contribution, and the image 
data with which an inspection is presented. 

[0018]Here, fundamental processing of the server application constituted by the portable E-mail 
terminal 1 (user) and the server 3 is explained. First, the demand of "message registration", "a 
message inspection", etc., etc. is transmitted to the server 3 specified with the menu only for 
server service displayed on the browser on a portable E-mail terminal. At this time, connection 
with the specified server 3 is made by referring to access URL data. Electronic bulletin board 
CGI37 on the server 3 starts processing according to the demand transmitted from the portable 
E-mail terminal. The registration processing section 39 processes according to directions of 
electronic bulletin board CGI37, it relates with an address further, and contribution ID is given. 
The registration processing section 39 takes out only a contributor name, the contents text data 
of contribution, and image data from each data by which the registration request was carried out, 
generates electronic bulletin board data, and stores it in the electronic bulletin board memory 
part 42 with contribution ID. It will be read and sent out in the case of an inspection of the data 
stored in this electronic bulletin board memory part 42 of this. 

[0019]The HTML falsework 40 only for a terminal operates the Web page of an electronic bulletin 
board orthopedically from the data stored in the electronic bulletin board memory part 42, and 
creates the HTML file which is a final processing result. An end of processing by electronic 
bulletin board CGI37 will output an HTML file to the portable E-mail terminal 1 by the HTML 
output processing part 41. The portable E-mail terminal 1 displays on a browser the HTML file 
which is a processing result by this server 3. 

[0020]Next, each process flow of the portable E-mail terminal which constitutes the bulletin 
board system in the embodiment of the invention 2, and the server 3 is explained according to 
drawing 6 and drawing 7 . The flow chart and drawing 7 in which processing according [ drawing 
6j to a portable E-mail terminal is shown are a flow chart which shows processing by the server 
3. 
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[0021 ]In drawing 6 , the portable E-mail terminal 1 is started first (S1). A user will display the 
menu only for server service on a display, if "electronic bulletin board service" display button on 
the menu currently displayed on the display of the started portable E-mail terminal 1 is clicked 
(S2). In the registration to an electronic bulletin board, an applicable button is clicked and the 
screen for message registration (GUI only for registration) is displayed (S3). 
[0022]Next, a user writes in a message sentence to register into the message input part in GUI 
only for registration (S4). The picture registered into an electronic bulletin board is chosen from 
the graphics files saved in the portable E-mail terminal 1 by clicking the image taking button 
currently displayed on GUI only for registration to register a picture into the electronic bulletin 
board of the server 3 together with a message sentence (S5). Then, the button 18 which starts 
the registration processing currently displayed on GUI only for registration is clicked, and 
register operation to the server 3 is performed (S6). 

[0023]Instructions of a communication start are sent to the portable telephone side that the 
portable E-mail terminal 1 should acquire automatically the address (URL) of the server 3 with 
which the electronic bulletin board used as a registration destination exists according to the 
register operation to this server 3 (S7), and should connect it to this acquired URL. If there is a 
response of line connection completion from a portable telephone, the portable E-mail terminal 1 
will be automatically connected to the server 3 of applicable URL via the portable telephone 
network 4 and the digital communication network 5 (S8). If connection is completed, the portable 
E-mail terminal 1 will transmit the data of the message sentence for contribution, or a picture to 
the server 3 by HTTP with a contribution demand (S9). 

[0024]Continuously, the processing (S10) by the side of a server is explained. Drawing 7 is a flow 
chart which shows the processing by the side of a server. The server 3 performs data receiving 
by HTTP (S1 1). Next, electronic bulletin board CGI37 is started, while analyzing the data 
transmitted from the portable E-mail terminal 1, an applicable program or module (the 
registration processing section 39, the HTML falsework 40 only for a terminal, HTML output 
processing part 41) is started, and processing is started (S12). 

[0025]In the case of the new registration to an electronic bulletin board (S13), in the registration 
processing section 39, the processing which should be performed adds the data of the contents 
of contribution which has newly been transmitted to the contents storage parts store 38 of 
contribution from the portable E-mail terminal 1 in addition to the already registered contents of 
contribution (S14). As for the data of the contents of contribution, a contributor name and a 
contributor mail address are contained. The registration processing section 39 is related with a 
contributor's address, gives contribution ID, and associates and memorizes this contribution ID 
and address. Furthermore, the registration processing section 39 takes out only a contributor 
name, the contents text data of contribution, and image data from each data memorized by the 
contents storage parts store 38 of contribution, and generates electronic bulletin board data 
from these. Each electronic bulletin board data is stored in the electronic bulletin board memory 
part 42 with contribution ID given to each. 

[0026]When the processing which should be performed is an inspection, the registration 
processing section 39 performs processing for perusing the contents of contribution saved in the 
electronic bulletin board memory 42 of the server 3 (S15). That is, the data of the electronic 
bulletin board memory part 42 is read, and the HTML falsework 40 only for a terminal operates 
the Web page of an electronic bulletin board orthopedically, creates the HTML file which is a final 
processing result, and outputs to the portable E-mail terminal 1 of inspection request origin by 
the HTML output processing part 41 (S16). That is, the contents of the electronic bulletin board 
memory part 42 will be displayed on the portable E-mail terminal 1. 

[0027]Next, in drawing 6 , processing of the portable E-mail terminal 1 is explained. The HTML file 
outputted from the server 3 is downloaded, and it is made to display as a Web page on a browser 
in the portable E-mail terminal side (S17). At this time, a contributor name, the contents text 
data of contribution, and image data are displayed on the portable E-mail terminal 1, and a 
contributor's mail address is not contained in it. Each contents of contribution are related with 
the mail address recorded on the contents storage parts store 38 of contribution by contribution 
ID. 
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[0028]The HTML file created by the server 3 side is orthopedically operated by the form doubled 
with the display screen of one sheet of the display 1a of the portable E-mail terminal 1. 
Therefore, electronic bulletin board data can be perused, performing menu manipulation, such as 
scrolling and a page change, using the button on the Web page currently displayed on the screen 
(S18). (browsing) 

[0029]Next, with reference to drawing 8 , it faces using the electronic bulletin board service by 
the bulletin board system in an embodiment of the invention, and the processing using the menu 
only for server service is explained from the portable E-mail terminal 1. Drawing 8 is an 
explanatory view about the processing which used the menu only for server service. 17 is a 
browser. As shown in the highest rung of drawing 8 , the server service button 17a on which GUI 
of the menu only for server service is displayed is built into the browser displayed in the display 
of the portable E-mail terminal 1. By clicking the server service button 17a, as shown in the 
second step of drawing 8 , the electronic bulletin board corner name 17b of accessible various 
genres is displayed on a browser from the portable E-mail terminal 1. The user can choose the 
corner (corner A, B, and C) of the electronic bulletin board which is the target of registration or 
an inspection using this display screen. A user chooses an act by clicking a desired electronic 
bulletin board corner name. 

[0030]If an electronic bulletin board corner name is chosen, it will be automatically connected to 
the server 3. For example, if the corner A is chosen, the address (URL) corresponding to this 
corner A will be acquired, and will be automatically connected to applicable URL. If the corner B 
is chosen, the address (URL) corresponding to the corner will be acquired, and it connects. After 
the portable E-mail terminal 1 is connected to applicable URL and processing by the server 3 is 
completed, an HTML file is outputted from the server 3, and as shown in the bottom of drawing 
8, it is displayed on the browser of the portable E-mail terminal 1. 

[0031]Electronic bulletin board registration processing is explained with reference to drawing 9 . 
Drawing 9 is an explanatory view about the processing which used GUI only for registration. If 
the electronic bulletin board corner shown in the second step of drawing 8 is chosen from a 
server menu, the registration picture customized according to the size of the display screen of 
one sheet of the portable E-mail terminal 1 as shown in drawing 9 will be displayed on the 
display 1a by GUI only for registration. In the registration picture for exclusive use used for the 
bulletin board system utilization time in this invention, improvement in operativity is aimed at by 
storing the button etc. which direct all the functions in the display screen of one sheet. 
[0032]The corner name (corner A) of the electronic bulletin board which the user chose is 
displayed on the field of a "corner." The character (user) registered into the server 3 as a 
contributor is displayed on the "contributor" field. The "message" field on the left-hand side of 
a screen is a column which inputs a message, and inputs characters, such as "kana", a "Chinese 
character", "katakana", [ "alphanumeric" ], and a "sign", into this field by starting the editor of 
the portable E-mail terminal 1. The "picture" field is a column which specifies the picture 
attached to an electronic bulletin board, displaying the picture saved at the image memory within 
the portable E-mail terminal 1. By incorporating the image data saved in the portable E-mail 
terminal 1, it becomes possible to register not only a character but a picture to the electronic 
bulletin board of the server 3. 

[0033]With "registration" button 18 of the screen lower berth, the data inputted on the screen is 
transmitted to the server 3. In the server 3 side, all the contents of contribution registered exist 
as one file in the electronic bulletin board memory 42, and the contents of contribution from the 
user of the portable E-mail terminal 1 have structure added in order of registration. Thus, when 
operation of registration of a message, incorporation of a picture, registration, etc. uses GUI only 
for registration stored in the display screen of one sheet, the conventional complicated menu 
manipulation is omissible. 

[0034]Next, with reference to drawing 10 , how to peruse the contents of contribution 
accumulated in the server 3 side by the browser of the portable E-mail terminal 1 is explained. 
Drawing 10 is an explanatory view about the message inspection processing by the browser of 
the portable E-mail terminal 1. 

[0035]If an inspection is chosen with a server menu and the corner (corner A, B, and C) of an 
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electronic bulletin board is chosen further, an inspection processing start will be carried out. 
That is, it is automatically connected to the server 3 and the data of the electronic bulletin 
board memory part 42 in the server 3 is read, and the HTML falsework 40 only for a terminal 
operates the Web page of an electronic bulletin board orthopedically, and outputs to the portable 
E-mail terminal 1 of inspection request origin by the HTML output processing part 41. The 
server 3 performs plastic surgery processing of the layout displayed per one affair in the display 
screen of one sheet of the display 1a of the portable E-mail terminal 1. The data of the contents 
of contribution outputted by the HTML output processing part 41 is displayed on the browser of 
the portable E-mail terminal 1, as shown in drawing 10 . 

[0036]In drawing 10 , it is created by the server 3 so that the data of a corner name (for example, 
the corner A), a contributor name (for example, user), a message, a picture, etc. may be settled 
in the display screen of one sheet of the display 1a. It is embedded at this HTML file so that the 
link button for perusing the contents front of contribution currently perused and the following 
contents of contribution may also be settled in the display screen of one sheet, and a user only 
clicks that button and it becomes possible to peruse every one contents of contribution. A 
contributors mail address is not displayed. 

[0037]Next, answer processing is explained based on drawing 10 and drawing 1 1 . The button 19 
on which GUI for an answer is displayed as shown in drawing 10 is incorporated. By clicking the 
button 19, as shown in drawing 1 1 , GUI for an answer is displayed on the browser of the portable 
E-mail terminal 1. Other users who perused the electronic bulletin board can input the message 
for an answer using this display screen. For example, it is displayed on GUI for an answer that it 
fits in the display screen of one sheet of transmission button 20 grade ** for directing the 
selection button for choosing a corner name, a contributor, a message input division, an image 
display division, and a picture and transmission. 

[0038]For example, if other users who perused the electronic bulletin board click the button 19 
in the state where the contents of a notice of the contributoruser are displayed, in drawing 10 
when it is going to answer to contributor:user of the corner A, The contributor: GUI for an 
answer for answering user is displayed ( drawing 1 1 ). In this state, a user inputs a response 
message, and chooses and displays the picture to attach. 

[0039]When a user clicks the transmission button 20, transmission of the contents of an answer 
is started. That is, it is automatically connected to the server 3 and the response message and 
attached image which the user inputted are sent to the server 3. Both contribution ID given to 
each contents of contribution is also sent to the server 3. 

[0040]As mentioned above, it related with contribution ID, each contributor's address is 
memorized, and the registration processing section 39 searches a contributor's address with the 
server 3 from contribution ID sent with a response message from the portable E-mail terminal 1. 
If a contributor's address is acquirable, the registration processing section 39 processes 
transmission so that it may send the above-mentioned response message to the address of the 
contributor concerned. 

[0041]Although the contents of contribution were considered as the composition received by E- 
mail in this invention, this invention is effective even if it uses means other than E-mail. 
[0042]Although the answer from an answer person was considered as the composition received 
by E-mail in this invention, this invention is effective even if it uses means other than E-mail. 
Although the answer to a contributor was considered as the composition sent using E-mail in 
this invention, this invention is effective even if it uses means other than E-mail. 
[0043]Although it had composition using a contributor name in this invention, it is not necessary 
to not necessarily display a contributor name. Although the answer person's mail address was 
considered as the composition of which a contributor is notified in this invention, this invention is 
effective also when choosing the case where it does not notify, and a notice. 
[0044] 

[Effect of the Invention]According to the bulletin board system of this invention, the contributor 
can receive the answer of the contents of contribution as mentioned above, without exhibiting 
one's mail address. 
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DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 



[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Drawing 1] The block diagram showing the bulletin board system in the embodiment of the 
invention 1 

[Drawing 2] The device block figure of the bulletin board system in the embodiment 
[Drawing 3] A flow chart when contributing to the bulletin board system in the embodiment 
[Drawing 4] A flow chart when taking out an answer to the contents of contribution of the bulletin 
board system in the embodiment 

[Drawing 5] The schematic diagram showing the bulletin board system in the embodiment of the 
invention 2 

[Drawing 6] The flow chart which shows processing of the portable E-mail terminal in the bulletin 
board system in the embodiment of the invention 2 

[Drawing 7] The flow chart which shows the processing by the side of the server of the bulletin 
board system in the embodiment 

[Drawing 8] The explanatory view about processing using the menu only for server service of the 
bulletin board system in the embodiment 

[Drawing 9] The explanatory view about processing using GUI only for registration of the bulletin 
board system in the embodiment 

[Drawing 10] The explanatory view about the message inspection processing by the browser of 

the portable E-mail terminal 1 of the bulletin board system in the embodiment 

[Drawing 1 1] The explanatory view about processing using GUI for an answer of the bulletin board 

system in the embodiment 

[Description of Notations] 

101 The contents storage parts store of contribution 

102 Electronic bulletin board data generating part 

103 Mail address retrieval part 

104 Answer mail generation part 
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